
Fig.: Detail from a charter of Boniface IX, (photo Cistercian Abbey Zwettl, archive).

The Great Western Schism (1378–1417) is considered as the 
deepest crisis of the late medieval Church. It had devastating 
effects upon the administration of the Catholic Church. After the 
election of "Antipope" Clement VII, most of the competent curial 
staff joined the French Pope, and the Roman Pope Urban VI had 
to recreate the administration. But was the Roman side really in 
deep trouble?

This conference aims to enhance the study of the late medieval 
Roman papacy and to shed light upon the history of the papal 
administration in Rome in the times of crisis: How did it regain 
its functions? Who were the central persons involved in the 
recreation of the Roman curia? Were there material and artistic 
consequences in the production of the papal institutions? What 
was the impact of the Roman popes in the territories under their 
obedience?
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Administration in Times of 
Crisis: The Roman Papacy in 
the Great Western Schism  

International Conference,
Rome, 23–24 October 2023

Conference Venue

Deutsches Historisches Institut in Rom
Istituto Storico Germanico di Roma
Via Aurelia Antica, 391
I-00165 Roma
www.dhi-roma.it

Contact

Andreas Rehberg
rehberg[at]dhi-roma[dot]it

Kirsi Salonen
Kirsi.Salonen[at]uib[dot]no

Conference organised by the project SCISMA (University of Turku), the Institutum Romanum Finlandiae, the Department of 
Archaeology, History, Cultural Studies and Religion (University of Bergen), the German Historical Institute in Rome.

Please register for online
or in-person attendance




